that called themselves "Marxist" and the widespread claim that "there is no alternative to capitalism" has led to a crisis of the imagination of unparalleled proportions?6 Might there not be important theoretical sources within Marx's body of work that can aid the effort to address the most difficult question facing today's social movements-what is a genuine alternative that transcends the limits of both "free market" capitalism and the "socialist" experiments that claimed to rule in Marx's name?
In this paper I will seek to argue, taking off from the fuller discussion in my Marx's Concept of the Alternative to Capitalism,7 that Marx had much more to say about a post-capitalist society than has generally been assumed. I further wish to argue that his conception of a post-capitalist society was grounded in normative principles that are no less important for our time than his. By exploring the ethical implications of Marx's vision of a new society, we may be in a better position to contribute to the effort to work out a comprehensive liberatory alternative to both statist and "free market" variants of capitalism today.
I Marx's Approach to the Problem of a Post-capitalist Society
There is no question that Marx's comments about a post-capitalist society are few and far between. He never devoted a full-length work to the subject, nor did he see it as his job to do so. His work instead consists of a detailed, comprehensive, and complex analysis the central social relation of capitalismcapital. If capital were a simple or self-evident formation, he would not have needed to devote almost 40 years of his life to its analysis. Capital is indeed a most contradictory phenomenon, since it is at one and the same time product and producer, result and cause, concrete and abstract. It is an internally differentiated, mystifying phenomenon. What makes capital so mystifying is that it is not just a thing but a social relation mediated by the instrumentality of things. Capital is not simply congealed labor; if that were so there would be nothing mysterious about it at all. Capital is instead congealed abstract labor. It is the congelation of a most peculiar kind of labor-abstract, homogeneous, undifferentiated labor. Abstract labor, according to Marx, is the substance of value, and capital is self-expanding value.
